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Thank you, Lucien.

For Governor Pataki who could not be with us today, | welcome all of you gathering
today to honor our medal recipients, their families and the families of our 34 fallen her oes.

Together, we offer our congratulationsto Officers Jim Whitehead and Mark Pietrzak.
Both of you share the best of what the family of corrections is all about: professionalism,
dedication and a commitment to your colleagues and to all the people of New York state.

| especially want to thank Senator Dale Volker and Assemblyman Ron Canestrari for
joining usand speaking today. Y ouhave alwaysbeenfaithful partnersinheping this Department
move forward.

Threeyears ago we inaugurated this memorial. We promised that it would bealiving
tributeto our fallen heroes. That we would gather here each year to honor their memory and
sacrifice.

Thisagency’ shistory goesback tothe first state appropriationto buildaprison—in1795.
It isreiably reported that Senator Volker led the debate in support of the bill.

When you recognize the age — of this Department —it isnot surprising that some of its
history has been lost to antiquity.

In 2000, we promised we would review the circumstances of on-duty deaths brought to
our attention to determine if they were inmate-related. If so, we would add them to our first 32
heroes enshrined that year in the memorial room of the Academy.

In 2001, we added a 33'* name. Shop foreman Joseph Weitekamp died in 1922 while
fighting afireinsde Clinton.

Thisyear, we must add a 34" name.
In 1877, Harry A. Cader held thetitle of Keeper —now called Officer —at Auburn.
He wasover seeing the work of a crew of sx inmatescleaning the outsde walksnear the

north gate on the afternoon of February first. That’s when an inmate struck him down from
behind with a blow to theleft side of the head with a shovel.



Keeper Casler died almost immediately. The inmate tried to escape. He was caught
before hereached the end of thewall on State Street.

Keeper Cader’smemory isnow enshrined forever hereat our Academy.

Keeper Cader isnot the only other employee we recognize for prior servicetoday.

In addition, we are adding to the official roll of our medalsrecipients.

Welearned that Acting Commissioner Richard Hongisto presented two special awards
in 1978: for conduct during the recapture of killer Robert Garrow, who had escaped that
September 11 from Fishkill.

One Correction Officer fromGr eenHavenwasshot inthe leg during the pursuit that led
to Garrow’sdeath in afirefight with law enforcement.

That Green Haven Officer was awar ded the Medal of Valor in October 1978.
Even though heretired in 1996, hejoins us heretoday.
Would retired CO Dominic Arena please stand and be recognized?

An eagle-eyed member of Fishkill’'s CERT unit discovered Garrow’s transistor radio
during the search. That helped to focusthe search that led to finding Garrow.

Receiving aMedal for Meritorious Service in 1978 was Correction Officer Frank Lago.
Despite our efforts, we have been unableto locate Officer Lago, who left the Department in
1982.

Theremainder of our medalshave beenawar dedsincethe inception of the current M edal
of Honor and Medal of Merit program in 1984.

We add these thr ee namesthis after noon because each one of themisasimportant today
asthey werethen —and will bein the future.

Our medal recipients remind us of the bravery, valor and dedication of today’'s
employees.

And we cannot afford to forget the fallen heroes of corrections.

They are men and womenwho came to work each day to performthe dutiesassigned to
them.



But intheir cases, they paidthe ultimate sacrifice in the performance of those dutiesfor
the people of New York state.

We cannot forget their sacrifice, or that of their survivors.

The granite monument behind me and this ceremony ar e the physical expression of our
commitment to honoring and remembering them.

We come together to remember themeach May 15" —whenwe gather at Green Haven
to remember Correction Officer Donna Payant who was murdered in 1981.

Weremember themeach September 13" at Attica—torecall the 11 employeeswhodied
therein 1971.

Those ceremonies, likethisone, remind usthat Correctional employeesperformthemost
difficult —and sometimes the most under-appreciated —jobsin state service.

Newspaper accountsreportedin1877that K eeper Casler —and | quote—* commandsthe
respect of hisfellow officers.”

Today, | believe every Correctional employee should command the respect — and the
thanks—of all New Yorkers.

Not only for the jobs performed with distinction each day by the 32,000 uniformed and
civilian employees working inside the 71 facilities we oper ate.

But for the effortsthousands of you put into your dutiesat home and abroad as“ citizen
soldiers,” serving in the National Guard and the Army Reserves.

Alsofor the special duty perfor med by hundreds of you in the past 18 monthsinhomeland
security assgnments herein Albany and along the New York City water shed.

The mission of this Department isto serve and protect the people of New York state.
It isonly fitting that we gather to recognize the work performed by the best among us.
And it isour obligation to remember ... to honor .. and to learn from our fallen heroes.

Thank you all again for joining ustoday.



