
P
L

A
T

E
-S

IG
Z

O
N

E
:C

N
,S

F
,32,B

,M
A

IN
,32,53:

B
L

A
C

K
 O

N
LY

P
late L

abel: C
N

,S
F

,32,32,53 - S
u

n
 N

ov 30 01.09.23 E
S

T
 2008

S
ection

-L
ow

: M
A

IN
-32

BY KATHRYN LURIE
DAILY NEWS WRITER

SEVERAL HUNDRED prisoners watched
intently as four of their own sat on stage
and told them that there is a future for
them when their sentences are up.

The cast of the off-Broadway hit “The
Castle” performed the play — describing
obstacles criminal offenders face upon
their release — recently for inmates at the
maximum security Green Haven Correc-
tional Facility in Dutchess County.

“The Castle” has been in production at
New World Stages, 340 W. 50th St., since
April, with performances each Saturday at
5 p.m.

The play is based on the real-life experi-
ences of four ex-prisoners — Angel Ra-
mos, Vilma Ortiz Donovan, Kenneth Harri-
gan and Casimiro Torres — who lived at
Fortune Academy, a stately halfway hous-
ing facility in West Harlem, nicknamed
the Castle because of its Gothic exterior.

Fortune Academy is under the umbrella
of The Fortune Society, a prisoner-reentry
nonprofit group founded more than 40
years ago by former theater press agent

David Rothenberg. He conceived the idea
for the play while listening to ex-prisoners
relate stories at meetings at Fortune Acad-
emy.

The cast of “The Castle” did not start
out as actors. They are ex-prisoners tell-
ing their own stories of doing time, read-
justing to the outside world, and, ultimate-
ly, the long road to healing.

“We’re letting people know that there’s
hope for people who have been written off
by society,” said Rothenberg. “They want
a second chance, and this is giving them a
glimpse of that second chance.”

During the Green Haven performance,
the audience laughed heartily at the funny
parts and cheered as the actors related
their many post-prison successes. Some
even cried when tears rolled down the
face of actress Ortiz Donovan as she told
of her struggle to overcome a life of drugs.

Performing the play at prisons is one
that the cast and crew of “The Castle” con-
sider important to show inmates that all is
not lost because they are serving time.

“I think this is about a sense of possibili-
ty,” said JoAnne Page, chief executive of-

ficer of The Fortune Society. “This is a
play speaking to the life experience of the
people who were sitting there.”

Tyrone James, 30, an inmate who
watched the play, said he writes often to
pass the time — something actor Harrigan
encouraged the inmates to do.

“They definitely motivated and inspired
me to keep writing,” said James.

“I think the prison population is the ar-
ea where we make the most impact,” said
actor Torres. “These are the people who
need the help. The biggest issue these peo-
ple face is the transition back into society.”

Bob Cunningham, deputy superinten-
dent of programs for Green Haven,
brought “The Castle” to the prison after an
inmate suggested the idea. He thought the
performance was inspiring.

“Certainly a focus of our department is
reentry,” he said. “Like the actors said, if
someone is committed to change, they can
make the change.”

“I think this play has different messages
for people who are incarcerated and peo-
ple who aren’t,” said Page. “For both, it’s
about hope and it’s about potential, but for
the folks in Green Haven, it was about
their own lives, and their own possibili-
ties.”

Actor Torres agreed, saying that the in-
mate audience could relate to the actors
much more than the average audience.

“And if you can make a direct connec-
tion with them,” he said, “at every opportu-
nity, you should take advantage of that.”

A CAPTIVE AUDIENCE

‘The Castle,’ off-B’way play about life after
prison, comes to inmates at Green Haven

Inmates from Green Haven
Correctional Facility see the
play “The Castle” by performers
(inset, l. to r.) Angel Ramos,
Vilma Ortiz Donovan, Kenneth
Harrigan and Casimiro Torres.
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for re-signing Patrick Ewing to a long-term
extension. The fans and the scale of econo-
my wouldn’t allow for down seasons, Check-
etts figured.

Walsh believes New Yorkers will sit pa-
tiently for their moment, if you give them a
plan and throw them a few bones like this
crazy victory last night.

“I sure hope it’s possible,” Walsh said,
about rebuilding a club in New York. He can
only hope there are enough lousy teams out
there, like Golden State, to keep his club
afloat and enough tickets sold during tough
times.

There were plenty of empty seats last
night, and then the Knicks went out and
played the sort of no-look defense that
would lose to about 20 teams in the league.

Not to the Warriors, though.

T
o each his own. Sitting in the visi-
tors’ locker room yesterday, Jamal
Crawford looked honestly relieved
to be gone from this Garden circus.
He was confused at first, he said.

But now, he likes the idea of just two beat
writers. He hadn’t seen a media crowd
this size around his locker since the deal.

“It’s weird being away from it,” Jamal
Crawford said. “From afar, it’s like, ‘Wow,
this is like it was the last four years.’ It’s al-
ways something. You kind of become im-
mune to it.”

Too much nonsense, too many baskets.
The Garden has a headache from the
sugar rush, and it’s only November.

fjbondy@netscape.net

BUY-BUY

Events subject to change or cancellation. *While supplies last. 
†Only materials provided by Macy’s will be signed and only while 

our guest is on site. No personal items will be accepted. 

Macy’s Herald Square,

Perry Ellis and Details

invite you to meet 

New York football running back 

Brandon Jacobs!

When: Thursday, December 4 at 6pm
Where: Perry Ellis Men’s Shop on 2

“Rush” in and “catch” up with New York football champion Brandon 

Jacobs! Renowned for his vast offensive contributions on the field, 

Brandon has been hailed one of the best running backs in the league. 

Huddle up the gang and support New York’s team with this rising star. 

Here’s the game plan: Just make any $50 or more Perry Ellis men’s 

purchase and meet Brandon, plus score a football* that he’ll autograph†

for you! The first 200 fans to make the qualifying purchase will also 

receive a Perry Ellis gift bag! It’s a win-win situation!

Take a page from our Perry Ellis Collection playbook with Details’ 

Style Correspondent! Before you meet Brandon, get style and gift-

giving tips for the holidays and stay ahead of the game. Looking to

update your wardrobe? Need a few classic pieces for your closet? No 

problem! We’ve got something for everyone, from sweaters and polo 

shirts to blazers, sportcoats, accessories and more. This is “First and 

Ten” fashion!

reported that Dolan is not in favor of giv-
ing Marbury money and allowing him to
walk.

“It’s my responsibility,” Walsh said. “I’m
the one that has to inform him. Obviously
he’s the owner and he can say yes or no
but so far the way our relationship has
been is that I call him up and I say ‘This is
the situation, this is what I want to do with
it,’ and so far he’s said, ‘Okay, you do what
you think is best.’ ”

Walsh agreed with Mike D’Antoni’s as-
sertion that the ongoing Marbury saga has
become a distraction for the team. Twice
over a five-day span, Marbury — told
weeks earlier that he was not in the team’s
plans — declined D’Antoni’s offer to play.
Walsh said he didn’t take disciplinary ac-
tion against Marbury after the Milwaukee
game Nov. 21 because he said the coach’s
offer was “more like a suggestion.”

“He said, ‘Hey, I can get you some min-
utes tonight,’ ” Walsh said. “ ‘You can get
an opportunity to play. It could be good for
you, da, da, da, da, da.’ Stephon said
‘Maybe you should keep going in the direc-
tion you’re going in. So it was more of an
amicable conversation.

“My understanding of (Wednesday’s)
conversation was Mike was far more defi-

nite, ‘I want you to play tonight,’ and that
Stephon said he wasn’t going to play.”

Marbury has denied refusing to play, to
which Walsh said, “I believe Mike that he
didn’t want to play.”

Both times Marbury was asked to play
but didn’t, the Knicks were undermanned.
They were in that same predicament last
night with Nate Robinson sidelined with a
groin injury and newly-acquired guard
Cuttino Mobley not cleared to play due to
a heart condition.

Walsh maintains that he and D’Antoni
came into the season with “good inten-
tions” concerning Marbury’s future.
Walsh has hinted in the past that he
thought that Marbury should have been
playing. However, D’Antoni benched the
veteran guard for the season opener and
then announced that Marbury was no long-
er part of the team’s present or future.
And when D’Antoni needed Marbury to
play, the guard declined.

“I’m definitely disappointed in the refus-
al to play,” Walsh said. “Because I think
that is central to a player’s contract. There
is nothing in there that says, ‘If you like
the playing time you want or you like the
coach or don’t like the coach. . .’ It doesn’t
say anything about that.”

NBA

gets points across

Jamal Crawford (l.) returns to Garden but he and Warriors can do little to stop Wilson
Chandler and Knicks. Photo by Ron Antonelli/Daily News

Steph to finally end saga
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